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just at the right moment to get him out of an annoying position.
Three years in camps had had an excellent result on our troops. Never had France possessed an army so well trained, of such good material, so eager for fighting and fame. Never had a general had under his hand forces so powerful both materially and intellectually, with such capacity for using them. Napoleon, therefore, accepted the war with joy, so certain was he of victory, so confident that he would use his enemies' mistakes to strengthen his throne. He knew how the chivalrous spirit of Frenchmen has in all ages been influenced by the enthusiasm of military glory.                          I dying state.    General Bellav&re wrote curtly to my mother,                          * * If you want to see your son, come quickly, for he has only a few hours to live.'    Her despair was so overwhelming that she could not go to Fontainebleau, but I posted thither at once.   ' On arriving, I learnt that my brother was no more. Marshal Augereau was as kind as  possible  to  us  in  our                          f sorrow, and the Emperor sent Duroc, Marshal of the Palace, with a special message of condolence to my mother.    Soon,                             ' however, a new grief was to beset her, for I had to leave her. A Continental war had broken out.
